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restrain his too inquisitive or obstreperous followers.
For instance, there was once an aeroplane down at
L.G. X. On the horizon appeared about five hundred
Bedou, trekking towards Rutbah Wells. A party of
fifty or so came over to the aeroplane, and one of them
tried to force his way past a sergeant who was guarding
the rations in the hull. The sergeant said "Boo" to him,
so he went to his camel and produced an enormous two-
handed sword which he brought along. After executing
a number of imaginary passes in the air, he drew his
fingers across his throat. At this moment the pilot of
the aeroplane came to the rescue and found the leader
of the party. He explained to him that ten more
tiaras were on their way, and that it would be advisable
for him to behave himself and to see that his men did
the same. The Arab quite understood and the incident
closed.
It is rather an odd feeling, however, to find yourself a
long way from anywhere with half a dozen Englishmen
face to face with perhaps a hundred Bedou armed to the
teeth, be they never so friendly. It is essential to treat
them with complete confidence and to keep all guns well
out of sight. All gestures should be of the most amicable
kind; and the most effective way of getting on good terms
is to make a joke of some sort which the Bedou can appre-
ciate. It does not require any great ingenuity to do this.
Friendly as the Bedou on the whole are, they cannot be of
much material help. It is very different having a forced
landing in the desert from having one in a civilized
country, where telephones are available and the village
policeman arrives and mounts guard till a relief party can
come out by car. It was therefore necessary on the Air
Mail aircraft to carry a complete desert equipment; for

